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Jocelyn Boyd, Chief Clerk/Administrator
Public Service Commission of South Carolina
101 Executive Center Drive, Suite 100
Columbia, SC 29210

Re: Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC's and Duke Energy Progress, LLC's
Avoided Cost Proceeding Pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. Section 58-41-20(A)
Docket Nos: 2021-89-E and 2021-90-E

Dear Ms. Boyd:

Duke Energy Carolinas, LLC ("DEC") and Duke Energy Progress, LLC ("DEP")
(collectively, the "Companies" ) hereby submit feedback on the independent third
party consultant interviews held earlier this week, as provided for in Order No. 2021-
488 (the "Procedural Order" ).

On July 19, 2021, the Companies submitted questions to assist the Public
Service Commission of South Carolina (the "Commission" ) in its process to select
an independent third party consultant pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. EJ 58-41-20(l) of
Act 62, as provided for in the Procedural Order.

On July 21, 2021, the Companies observed the Commission's interviews of
London Economics International, LLC ("LEI"), Power Advisory, LLC ("Power
Advisory" ), and Ben Johnson Associates ("Johnson Associates" ). In addition, the
Companies performed their own research of each candidate's background and
experience. Based on the Companies'ssessment, LEI and Power Advisory have
the requisite independence, qualifications and experience to qualify as
"independent third-party consultants" pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. EJ 58-41-20(l).
The Companies therefore do not object to the Commission's engagement ofeither'EI

or Power Advisory for these proceedings if the Commission deems such
engagement

appropriate.'he

Companies, do, however, object to the Commission's engagement of
Johnson Associates, as the Companies'bservations and supplemental research

'he Companies submit that a single independent third party consultant is appropriate to evaluate
both DEC and DEP's applications, as the Commission has consolidated Docket Nos. 2021-89-E and
2021-90-E, and because a single consultant will avoid the possibility of disputes or contrary viewpoints
between two consultants.

'he Companies note that S.C. Code Ann. 6 58-41-20(l) provides for but does not require the
Commission to engage an independent third-party consultant.
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indicate that the candidate is not "anindependent third party consultant" within the
meaning of S.C. Code Ann. 5 58-41-20(l)'. During the Commission's interview,
Johnson Associates indicated that they had appeared before the Commission on
behalf of both the Office of Regulatory Staff ("ORS") as well as the South Carolina
Solar Business Alliance ("SCSBA")4, a predecessor of the Carolinas Clean Energy
Business Association ("CCEBA"). As the Commission is aware, both the ORS and
CCEBA are parties to the above-referenced dockets. Moreover, Johnson
Associates'ngagement and appearance before the Commission on behalf of
SCSBA related to the subject matter of these proceedings and occurred on more
than one occasion within the past five years.s

Additionally, Johnson Associates has also provided expert witness testimony
in other state avoided cost proceedings on behalf of parties adversarial to DEC and
DEP within the last five years.e The Companies question whether these prior
engagements within the past five years affect or could be perceived to affect
Johnson Associate's "ability to serve as an independent expert in these dockets,"
and therefore whether Johnson Associates can qualify as an "independent third
party consultant" pursuant to S.C. Code Ann. 5 58-41-20(l). Accordingly, Johnson
Associates should be disqualified as a potential candidate for the independent third-
party consultant position, and either LEI or Power Advisory engaged where
appropriate .

Yours truly,

Frank R. Ellerbe, III

FRE:tch

c via email: Parties of Record
Heather Shirley Smith, Deputy General Counsel
E. Brett Breitschwerdt, Esquire

'emphasis added).
4 See, e.g., IN RE: Annual Review of Base Rates for Fuel Costs for South Carolina Electric and Gas
Company, Docket No. 2018-2-E (2018); IN RE: Annual Review of Base Rates for Fuel Costs for South
Carolina Electric and Gas Company, Docket No. 2017-2-E (2017).
s ld.

e In the Matter of: Biennial Determination of Avoided Cost Rates for Electric Utility Purchases from
Qualifying Facilities — 2018, North Carolina Utilities Commission Docket No. E-100, Sub 158; In the
Matter of: Biennial Determination of Avoided Cost Rates for Electric Utility Purchases from Qualifying
Facilities — 2016, North Carolina Utilities Commission Docket No. E-100, Sub 148.

r Order No. 2019-557(A), Docket Nos. 2019-184-E, 2019-185-E, 2019-186-E.

e Supra at note 2.


